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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 33 is objected to because of the following informalities: it is suggested that "this is 
executable" recited in line 6 of the claim should be changed to "which is suggested". 

♦ 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1-17, 25 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

As to claims 1 and 10, a "user interface" is being recited; however, as disclosed by the 
specification, the interface is taught to be software, per se. A user interface claimed without a 
computer storage medium capable of producing a useful, concrete and tangle result when used 
in the computer system is computer software by itself. As such, it is believed that the system of 
claim 1 is reasonably interpreted as functional descriptive material, per se. 

As to claims 25 and 32, a "computer readable media" is being recited; however, as 
disclosed by the specification (e.g., paragraph [0027]), the computer readable medium is not 
taught to limit to physical and tangible storage device. Note that amending this claim to recite - 
a computer storage medium would overcome the rejection for this claim in a manner consistent 
with Applicant's specification. 

Claims 2-9 and 1 1-17 fail to resolve the deficiencies of claims 1 and 10; therefore are 
rejected as incorporating the deficiencies of a claim upon which it depends. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-7, 26-29, 32-36 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Reynolds et al. (Patent No US 6934963 B1; hereinafter Reynolds). 

As to claim 1, Reynolds teaches: 

A user interface (e.g., see Figs. 6-7) comprising a cycling display of a plurality of textual 
representations of a plurality of content items (e.g., see col. 12 lines 3-28), wherein: 

each said textual representation references a corresponding said content item (e.g., see 
Figs. 6-7); 

at least one said textual representations is selectable by a user to navigate to the 
referenced said corresponding content item (e.g., see Fig. 6 and col. 15 lines 46-64); and 

the cycling display of the plurality of textual representations is cycled without user 
intervention (e.g., note that it is well known in the art that passive program guide displays 
cycling program guide, see col. 1 lines 22-31 and col. 12 lines 3-28) such that at any one 
particular time during a cycling of the cycling display, at least one said textual representation is 
displayed on the cycling display while another said textual representation is not displayed on the 
cycling display (e.g., program listings grid 88 may be scrolled continuously or have its pages 
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changed periodically to display program listings for additional channels, see col. 12 lines 3-28 
and Figs. 3a-3b). 

As to claim 26, Reynolds teaches: 

A method comprising outputting a user interface by a client for display by a display 
device (e.g., a method for providing a hybrid passive-interactive television program guide, see 
col. 27 lines 14-15 and Fig. 2b), wherein: 

the user interface, when displayed, includes a plurality of representations of a plurality of 
content items (e.g., see Figs. 6-7); 

each said representation references a corresponding said content item (e.g., see Figs. 

6-7); 

one or more said representations, when displayed, are selectable by a user to navigate 
to the referenced corresponding said content item (e.g., see Fig. 6 and col. 15 lines 46-64); and 

when the outputting has occurred for a predetermined amount of time, during which, an 
input has not been received from a user, the method further includes cycling one or more of the 
plurality of representations for output in the user interface (e.g., note that it is well known in the 
art that passive program guide displays cycling program guide when an input has not been 
received from the user for a predetermined amount of time, see col. 1 lines 22-31 and col. 15 
lines 1-13). 

As to claim 33, Reynolds teaches: 

A client (e.g., see Figs. 2a-2d) comprising: 

network interface means for providing a communicative coupling to a network (e.g., see 
Fig. 1 and Figs. 2a-2d and col. 7 lines 56-65); 
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an output interface means for providing a communicative coupling to a display device 
(e.g., see Figs. 2a-2d and col. 8 lines 40-53); 

means for processing (e.g., col. 8 lines 1-5); and 

memory means for maintaining a navigation application this is executable on the 
processor to provide an output of a user interface at the output interface means (e.g., see col. 
12 lines 50-62), wherein: 

the user interface (e.g., see Figs. 6-7), when output, includes a display of a 
plurality of representations of a plurality of content items that are cycled without user 
intervention such that at any one particular time (e.g., note that it is well known in the art 
that passive program guide displays cycling program guide, see col. 1 lines 22-31 and 
col. 12 lines 3-28), at least one said representation is displayed while another said 
representation is not displayed (e.g., program listings grid 88 may be scrolled 
continuously or have its pages changed periodically to display program listings for 
additional channels, see col. 12 lines 3-28 and Figs. 3a-3b); 

each said representation references a corresponding said content item (e.g., see 
Figs. 6-7); 

at least one said content item is for receipt at the network interface means (e.g., 
see col. 2 lines 6-24); and 

one or more said representations are for selection by a user to navigate to the 
referenced corresponding said content item (e.g., see Fig. 6 and col. 15 lines 46-64). 

As to claim 2 and 27, Reynolds further teaches wherein the cycling display of the 
plurality of textual representations is cycled such that after each said textual representation has 
been displayed on the cycling display, at least one said textual representation is displayed again 
on the cycling display (e.g., note that it is well known in the art that passive program guide 
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displays cycling program guide that is at least one item is displayed again on the cycling display, 
see col. 1 lines 22-31 and col. 12 lines 3-28). 

As to claim 3 and 29, Reynolds further teaches wherein the one or more said textual 
representations are for selection by a user to navigate to the referenced corresponding said 
content item (e.g., see Fig. 6 and col. 15 lines 46-64) via another said textual representation 
having additional descriptive data (e.g., see Figs. 13-14 and Fig. 10): 

describes the referenced corresponding said content item (e.g., see Fig. 10); and 
is not included in the one or more said representations (e.g., note that Fig. 10 shows a 
review or story line of the item "Terminator" which is not included in the Fig. 13). 

As to claim 4, Reynolds further teaches at least one said content item is video (e.g., see 
Fig. 15). 

As to claim 5, Reynolds further teaches at least one said content item includes text 
(e.g., see Fig. 8b). 

As to claim 6, Reynolds further teaches at least one said content item is a news article 
(e.g., see Fig. 13) and the corresponding said textual representation that references the at least 
one said content item is a headline of the news article (e.g., "The Making of Titanic" as shown in 
Fig. 13). 

As to claim 7, Reynolds further teaches comprising a video portion for continuing an 
output of one said content item which was output during receipt of an input from the user to 
initiate execution of the user interface on a client (e.g., see Figs. 12-13). 
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As to claim 28, Reynolds further teaches wherein the cycling is performed such that at 
any one particular time (e.g., note that it is well known in the art that passive program guide 
displays cycling program guide, see col. 1 lines 22-31 and col. 12 lines 3-28), at least one said 
representation is not displayed while another said representation is displayed (e.g., program 
listings grid 88 may be scrolled continuously or have its pages changed periodically to display 
program listings for additional channels, see col. 12 lines 3-28 and Figs. 3a-3b). 

As to claim 32, Reynolds further teaches one or more computer readable media 
comprising computer executable instruction that, when executed on a computer, direct the 
computer to perform the method as recited in claim 26 (e.g., see col. 13 lines 54-60 and col. 8 
lines 1-5). 

As to claim 34, Reynolds further teaches the at least one said content item is a 
television program (e.g., see Figs. 3a-3b). 

As to claim 35, Reynolds further teaches wherein another said content item is stored in 
the memory means (e.g., see col. 2 lines 31-39 and see Fig. 2b and col. 13 lines 21-35). 

As to claim 36, Reynolds further teaches the plurality of representations are cycled 
when an input has not been received from the user for a predetermined amount of time (e.g., 
note that it is well known in the art that passive program guide displays cycling program guide 
when an input has not been received from the user for a predetermined amount of time, see col. 
1 lines 22-31 and col. 15 lines 1-13). 

As to claim 40, Reynolds further teaches comprising an input interface means for 
receiving an input from an input device, wherein the input is for selecting the one or more said 
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representations to navigate to the referenced corresponding said content item (e.g., see Fig. 2b 
and col. 14 lines 46-59). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims under 

35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly 

owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 

Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of 

each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the 

examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 

art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 9-17, 30-31 and 38-39 are rejected undeir 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Reynolds in view of Swix et al (Patent No. US 6499138 B1 ; hereinafter Swix). 

As to claim 10, Reynolds teaches: 

A user interface comprising a plurality of representations on a display (e.g., see Figs. 9a- 
13), wherein: 

each said representation references a corresponding content item (e.g., see Figs. 9a- 

13); 
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each said content item has a plurality of characteristics (e.g., channel number, start time, 
title, duration, category such as movie or news, see Figs. 9a-10); 

a first grouping of said representations has a matching first characteristic, one to another 
(e.g., see col. 18 lines 11-17 and Figs. 12-13; note that from main menu shown in Fig. 12 a user 
can select to display a first group of textual representation that has a matching first 
characteristic such as time, channel, movies, sports, ....the resulting first group is shown in Fig. 
13); 

the first grouping of said representations is displayable in succession on the display 
without user interaction such that at least one said representation in the first grouping is 
displayed while another said representation in the first grouping is not displayed (e.g., see Fig. 
13; note that passive program guide may be scrolled continuously or have its pages changed 
periodically to display program listings for additional channels, see col. 1 lines 22-31 and col. 12 
lines 3-28); 

at least one said representation of the first grouping is selectable by user interaction to 
cause further information to be displayed on the display (e.g., see col. 18 lines 50-57 and Figs. 
10, 14). 

However, Reynolds does not expressly teach that at least one said representation of the 
first grouping is selectable to cause a second grouping of representations to be displayed and 
that each said representation in the second grouping references a respective said content item 
having a matching second said characteristic, one to another. 

In the same field of endeavor of providing information about available program listing 
guide (e.g., see Swix Abstract), Swix teaches: 

a user interface comprising a plurality of representations on a display for presenting 
information related to available programming to a viewers; wherein each said representation 
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references a corresponding content item and that each said content item has a plurality of 
characteristic (e.g., see Figs. 6-7); and 

a first grouping of said representations has a matching first characteristic, one to another 
(e.g., see Fig. 6; note that all the items in the interface 100 has the same characteristic of "All 
SHOWS"); 

at least one said representation of the first grouping is selectable by user interaction to 
cause a second grouping of said representations to be displayed on the display (e.g., see Fig. 
6); and 

each said representation in the second grouping references a respective said content 
item having a matching second said characteristic, one to another (e.g., see Fig. 6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have used the electronic programming guide as taught by Swix to the hybrid passive- 
interactive television program guide as taught by Reynolds to create a program guide that 
provides a viewer with information about the availability of programs of a particular type or 
related to a common characteristic. The motivation to combine Swix's teaching with Reynolds' 
teaching is to make it easier and convenient for a viewer to search for a program to view. 

As to claims 8, 30 and 38, Reynolds teaches the limitation of claim 1 for the same 
reasons as discussed with claim 1 above. Reynolds further teaches: 

each said content item has a plurality of characteristics (e.g., channel number, start time, 
title, duration, category such as movie or news, see Figs. 9a-10); 

a first grouping of said textual representations have a matching first characteristic, one to 
another (e.g., see col. 18 lines 11-17 and Fig. 13). 

Swix further teaches: 
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a user interface comprising a plurality of representations on a display for presenting 
information related to available programming to a viewers; wherein each said representation 
references a corresponding content item and that each said content item has a plurality of 
characteristic (e.g., see Figs. 6-7); and 

a first grouping of said representations has a matching first characteristic, one to another 
(e.g., see Fig. 6; note that all the items in the interface 100 has the same characteristic of "All 
SHOWS"); 

at least one said representation of the first grouping is selectable by user interaction to 
cause a second grouping of said representations to be displayed on the display (e.g., see Fig. 
6); and 

each said representation in the second grouping references a respective said content 
item having a matching second said characteristic, one to another (e.g., see Fig. 6). Thus, 
combining Swix and Reynolds would meet the claimed limitations for the same reasons as 
discussed with respect to claim 10 above. 

As to claims 9, 14, 31 and 39, Reynolds further teaches the characteristics are selected 
from the group consisting of: 

a title; a story line; a textual description; a production credit; a critic's opinion; a review; a 
recommendation; a duration; a start time; a stop time; a genre; a rating; a performer; a director; 
user specific metadata; and a combination of the foregoing (e.g., note that from Fig. 12 a user 
can select to display a list of textual representation by category or genre, a start or stop time, or 
a user can even search). 
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As to claim 11, Swix further teaches the second said characteristic is different from the 
first said characteristic (e.g., see Fig. 6). Thus, combining Swix and Reynolds would meet the 
claimed limitations for the same reasons as discussed with respect to claim 10 above. 

As to claim 12, Swix further teaches the second said characteristic is different from the ' 
first said characteristic; and each said content item referenced in the second grouping does not 
have the first said characteristic that matches, one to another (e.g., see Fig. 6; note that items in 
the group 118 has different characteristic such as local news, national news). Thus, combining 
Swix and Reynolds would meet the claimed limitations for the same reasons as discussed with 
respect to claim 10 above. 

As to claim 13, Swix further teaches the second said characteristic is different from the 
first said characteristic; and each said content item referenced in the second grouping has the 
first said characteristic that matches, one to another (e.g., see Fig. 6; note that items relates to 
"ALL NEWS"). Thus, combining Swix and Reynolds would meet the claimed limitations for the 
same reasons as discussed with respect to claim 10 above. 

As to claim 15, claim 15 is in the same context as claim 6; therefore is rejected under 
similar rationale. 

As to claim 16, Reynolds further teaches at least one said content item is available from 
a network connection (e.g., see col. 2 lines 7-30)r 

As to claim 17, Reynolds further teaches at least one said content item is stored locally 
on a client that outputs the user interface (e.g., see col. 2 lines 31-39 and see Fig. 2b and col. 
13 lines 21-35). 
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8. Claims 18-23, 25 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Reynolds in view of Knudson et al (Patent No US 6526577 B1 ; hereinafter Knudson). 

As to claims 18 and 37, Reynolds teaches: 

A method (e.g., a method for providing a hybrid passive-interactive television program 

guide, see col. 27 lines 14-15) comprising: 

receiving an input at a client to initiate a user interface (e.g., see col. 15 lines 1-25); and 
forming the user interface for output by the client (e.g., see Figs. 8a-8b), wherein the 

user interface: 

is for display in a dedicated viewing area of a display device (e.g., see Fig. 8a); 
and when displayed, includes: 

a video portion (e.g., Sports Talk Show shown in the upper half of the 
display screen, see Fig. 8a); and 

a representation portion for display of a plurality of textual representations 
of a plurality of content items for output by the client (e.g., passive program listing 
in the lower half of the display screen, see Fig. 8a). 
However, Reynolds fails to teach that the input to initiate the user interface is received 
during an output of video content by the client. In the same field of endeavor of providing an 
interactive television program guide (e.g., see Knudson Fig. 8), Knudson teaches while 
watching a movie, a program guide is displayed in response to an indication by the user that the 
user wishes to browse through programming listing and that displaying a video portion for 
continuing the output of the video content (e.g., see Figs. 8-9 and col. 10 lines 10-17). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have used the feature of allowing a user to initiate the user interface as taught by 
Knudson to the hybrid passive-interactive television program guide as taught by Reynolds to 
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create an enhanced program guide in which users are allowed to continue to watch television 
while viewing program guide data. The motivation to combine Reynolds' teaching with 
Knudson's teaching is to provide an interactive television program guide system in which users 
are provided with easier access to various program guide functions through an enhanced user 
interface (e.g., see Knudson col. 1 lines 33-43). 

As to claim 19, Reynolds further teaches: 

each said textual representation references a corresponding said content item (e.g., see 
Figs. 6-7); and 

one or more said textual representations, when output, are selectable by a user to 
navigate to the referenced corresponding said content item (e.g., see Fig. 6 and col. 15 lines 46- 
64). 

As to claim 20, Reynolds further teaches wherein the dedicated viewing area includes 
one or more controls that are configured to at least one of close, resize, maximize, minimize, or 
hide the dedicated viewing area (e.g., see Figs. 6-7 and col. 16 lines 11-22). 

As to claim 21, Reynolds further teaches the video content is streamed from a head 
end to the client (e.g., see Fig. 2b and col. 13 lines 21-35). 

As to claim 22, Reynolds further teaches the video content is stored locally on the client 
(e.g., see col. 2 lines 31-39 and see Fig. 2b and col. 13 lines 21-35). 

As to claim 23, Reynolds further teaches comprising outputting the formed user 
interface for display by a display device (e.g., see Figs. 2a-2d and col. 8 lines 40-53). 
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As to claim 25, Reynolds further teaches one or more computer readable media 
comprising computer executable instruction that, when executed on a computer, direct the 
computer to perform the method as recited in claim 18 (e.g., see col. 13 lines 54-60 and col. 8 
lines 1-5). 

9. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reynolds in 
view of Knudson further in view of Swix. 

As to claim 24, Reynolds and Swix teach the limitation of claim 18 for the same reasons 
as discussed with claim 18 above. Reynolds further teaches receiving a second input, at the 
client, to select one said textual representation to cause further information to be displayed on 
the display (e.g., see col. 18 lines 50-57 and Figs. 10, 14). 

However, Reynolds does not expressly teach that upon selecting one said textual 
representation, outputting an additional said representation, wherein the additional said textual 
representation is selectable by the user to navigate to the referenced corresponding said 
content item of the selected one said textual representation. 

Swix further teaches: 

a user interface comprising a plurality of representations on a display for presenting 
information related to available programming to a viewers; wherein each said representation 
references a corresponding content item and that each said content item has a plurality of 
characteristic (e.g., see Figs. 6-7); and 

a first grouping of said representations has a matching first characteristic, one to another 
(e.g., see Fig. 6; note that all the items in the interface 100 has the same characteristic of "All 
SHOWS"); 
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at least one said representation of the first grouping is selectable by user interaction to 
cause a second grouping of said representations to be displayed on the display (e.g., see Fig. 
6); and 

each said representation in the second grouping references a respective said content 
item having a matching second said characteristic, one to another (e.g., see Fig. 6). Thus, 
combining Reynolds, Knudson and Swix would meet the claimed limitations for the same 
reasons as discussed with respect to claims 18 and 10 above. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.111(c) to consider 
these references fully when responding to this action. 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns, line numbers, and figures in 
the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although 
the specified citations are representative of the teaching of the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to TuyetLien (Lien) T. Tran whose telephone number is 571-270-1033. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday: 7:30 - 5:00, off on alternating Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
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